
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Science of Early C hild Development (ECD) is an on line curriculum 

resource, presented in a flexible, interactive multimedia format, inspired and 
informed by the following questions:  

 

 What is the new framework for studying child development?  

 Why is it important for front - line Early Childhood Educators to understand 
science related to young children?  

 How can we narrow the gap between research and p ractice?  

  

The Science of Early Child Development : 

Introductory Guide for Students  
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Go to The Science of Early Child Development 

The Science Of Early Child Development is a website providing course res ources and 
learning activities.  
 
To get to the Science of ECD, go to http://courses.scienceofecd.com/  
 

 

 
Figure 1: THE SCIENCE OF EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT  home page  

 
 

What computer - based  skill s are required?  
This guide assumes you have at least a basic knowledge of how to use a computer 
including using input devices like a mouse and a keyboard.  In addition, it is also 
assumes  that you are familiar with your web browser and navigating between pages 
on the internet  and using email .  
 
Minimum hardware & software requirements for accessing The Science Of Early Child 

Development are detailled at the end of this guide. Internet acce ss is essential.  
 
  

Login  

http://courses.scienceofecd.com/
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Login 

You will need a usernam e and password. Please refer to the course info rmation  
package  that was shipped to you  to locate this information . 
 
Follow these easy steps to login to the Science of Early Child Development : 

1.  Enter your use rname in the username textbox.  
2.  Press the [ Tab ] key on your keyboard. The insertion poin t moves to the 

password textbox, where you should enter your password.  
3.  Next , click the Login  button using the left mouse button.  

 
Congratulations ! You are now logged in and the My Resources  page a ppear s as shown 
below .  
 
Trouble?  
Did you receive  a message that reads Invalid login, please try again ?  

Possible Solutions:  
1.  The user name and password are case sensitive.  Ensure that the caps 

lock  key is NO T pressed. Retype your username and password in the 
appropriate text boxes and press the Login button using the left mouse button.  

2.  You might have made a typing error.  Try re typing your username and 
password in the appropriate text boxes and press the Login  button using the 
left mouse button.  
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Entering Your Course 

This is the main page for your course s. Your resource may look slightly different than 
the one in the picture, depending on the features available.  
 
To enter your course:  

1.  Click on the course name located in the MyResources Box  on the left side of 
the screen  as shown below .  

 

Congratulations  you have now entered into your assigned course as shown below.  

 
NOTE: Depending on which course you have access to your screen might be displayed 
somewhat differently.  
 

 
  

Click on the 
course name to 

enter the  course  
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Tip:  you can always get back to this page by clicking on the short course name 
óbreadcrumbô at the top of the page.  
 
 
 

 

 

  

Return to the Course Home  Page  
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Updating Your Profile 

Once you have entered the course for the first time, you must  update your profile. 
This will allow your facilitor to email information to you and generally get to know 
something about you.  
 
To update your profile:  

1.  With th e left mouse button click on the name that is assigned with your 
username located in the top right hand corner of the screen as shown below  

 

 
 
 

2.  A screen similar to what is  displayed below will appear . With the left mouse 
button click the Edit profile  tab  

 
 

3.  You are now ready to edit your profile. If necessary enter your correct First 
name, Last name and Email adress  into their respective textboxes.  

4.  If necessary Enter your City/ town and Country  into their respective text box.  
 

Please  add a description of yourself and  attach  a picture of yourself  using a digital 
camera or  scanned photo.  
 

5.  Leave everyting else as it is. Next click the Update profile  button .  
 
Trouble?  
Canôt find the update profile button?  Try dragging the scroll bar down while 
holding the left mouse button down.  
 

 

Click on your 
username  

Click the Edit 
profile tab  

Drag the scroll 

bar  to view more 

information  
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6.  To return to your course click on the course short name óbreadcrumbô 
 

 
 
 

 
Congratulations  you have just updated your personal profile!  
  

Click on the course short 
name óbreadcrumbô 



 Student Guide to ECD Online  9 



10  Student Guide to ECD Online  

Navigational Tips 

Navigation Aids: 

Each page of every module contains some navigational aids. These are located at the  
top and bottom right of the page. They include:  

 

Previous Page button   

Click this to go back to previous page within the working module.  

 

Next Page button  

Click this to go to the next page within the working module.  

 

Contents Page button  

Click  this button to view the Table of Contents for the working module.  
Each line in the Table of Contents is a link to a specific page within the module.  

 

Exit Content Module button   

Click this button to exit the working module and return to the Topic Outline page  

 
Links: 

As you work through the resource you will notice that there are orange colored,  

underlined words. All of these act as links that will open another browser window. To  
return back to the resource close the new browser window by clicking on the close 

button in the top right hand corner of the window as shown below.  
 

 

 
 

Some of these links include:  
 
Read 

Clicking on this will allow you to view additional information regarding a selected  
subject.  
You may print the additional information by clicking File on the menu bar and then  
click Print from the drop down menu as shown below.  

 

 

Close 

Button  

javascript:getTopicPageURL();


 Student Guide to ECD Online  11  

View Video 

Clicking on this will allow you to view the corresponding video component. . A dialog  
box will open  displaying the video . Depending on the speed of your computer the 
video will begin after several seconds.  Click the Close  button when you have finished 
watc hing the video  
 

CD Users:  Ensure that the correct disk for the module you are working on is  inserted 
in the CD -ROM drive of your computer.  Locate the name of the video file and then 
double click it to begin playing the video.  
. 
 

  
 

 

 
Visit 

These will open up a browser window from an External Link or website. These are  
websites that are not part of the resource but contain interesting and useful  
information related to the resource.  

 
Play Game 

Because learning should be fun we have placed several games in the resource to help  

test your knowledge. There are several different types of games for you to play.  Just  
follow the instructions outlined on the screen when you click on it.  

 
Listen >> 

There are some pages in the resource that contain an audio file. To play the file click  
the play button on the controller.  
Remember to turn on the volume of your computer.  

 

 
 

Glossary Items 

There are several key terms located in the Glossary. By clicking on this you can view  

the definition of the Glossary Item.  

  

Volume control  

 

CD Users will need to 
locate this file to play 

the video  

Play 

Button  

Click Close  when you have 
finished watching the video  
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Troubleshooting 

 
1.  I cannot view the video . 

 
 Are you a CD user? Is the correct multimedia disk inserted in your CD -ROM? 

There are 5 disks. One  disk for each module. If Developmental Health is the current 
Module that you are  working on, you will need the disk labelled Developmental Health  
 
 How long do you wait for the video to play? Depending on the speed of your  

computer it can take up to 30 seconds for the video to begin.  

 

2.   I cannot hear the video or audio file . 
 
 Ensure that your computer speakers are properly connected to your computer.  
 If the speakers require a power  source, check that they are plugged into the  

source.  
 Check that the volume control is not muted.  

 

3.  I found a link that does not work.  
 
 The Visit link will open up a web page to an external site. These websites are 

outside of the resource and may from time to time be removed without our 
knowledge.  

 
4.  I forgot my password.  

 
 In the username textbox, ensure that your Username is spelled correctly.  
 Click the Lost Password?  link located in the Login block of the top right corner 

of  the main page.  
 

 
 

 You will taken to a new web page. Ensure that your correct email address is 
displayed in the Email address textbox then click the OK  button.  

 After a few seconds an email will be sent to you. The email will contain a link. 
Click on the link in the email. This will confirm that you want a new password 
emailed to you.  

 A new web browser window will open. Click on the Continue button displayed at 
the bottom of the web page. This will cause a second email to be sent to you 
containing your new passwor d and you will prompted for your password in the 
web browser.  

 Check the second email sent to you with the new password. Copy the new 
password into the password textbox of the web page and click the Login  button.  

 You will be prompted to change your password  to something meaningful to you. 
Paste the password that was emailed to you in the Password  textbox.  

Click Lost Password ? 


